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Bob attended Northeastern University and Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute. Upon completing 
his education, Bob served his country in the United States Army. During this time, he 
contributed to NASA's preliminary studies on reaching and exploring Mars. After his service, 
he began a 30-year career at United Technologies Research Center in East Hartford where he 
dedicated his efforts to developing cleaner energy solutions. 
 
Bob was married to his lifelong companion and best friend Sally for over 55 years. He 
especially enjoyed traveling with Sally, and together they explored many new places, including 
most of the U.S. National Parks. 
 
Bob, a long-time resident of Bolton, was deeply involved in the community. He served the 
town as a member of the Board of Selectmen, the Finance Committee, and as the Town debate 
moderator. He was also a proud member of the Bolton Democratic Town Committee and the 
Bolton Lions Club until his passing in 2025. 
 
Bob had many interests, including a passion for photography and genealogy. He served as 
Treasurer for the French-Canadian Genealogical Society of Connecticut. He was also an avid 
fan of the Boston Red Sox and UConn Women's Basketball. 
 
Sally was dedicated to her family and friends. She loved a party and keeping up with what was 
happening in her loved one’s lives. Sally passed away in May. 
 
The Lessard family created this scholarship as a way to continue to support the Bolton 
community and to foster education and a love of learning. 
 


